
 1

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
May 3, 2007 
       
 

 
 

BC’s TB Vets Funds Critical Respiratory Equipment f or NRGH 
 

The TB Vets Charitable Foundation recently donated $26,000 to Nanaimo & District Hospital 

Foundation for the purchase of an LTV Transport Ventilator for the Respiratory Therapy Services Unit 

at Nanaimo Regional General Hospital (NRGH). 

 

Maeve O’Byrne, CEO of the Hospital Foundation, noted that the LTV ventilator replaces equipment that 

is almost twelve years old; it will provide better treatment for respiratory patients at NRGH. Transport 

ventilators are essential to respiratory care service and are most often used for short-term ventilation in 

the hospital’s Emergency and Medical Imaging – CT (Cat Scan) units, or for transporting patients to 

higher-level care facilities. “With increased demand for health services and the pressures on hospital 

budgets, this funding from TB Vets is very welcome indeed,” said Ms. O’Byrne.  “We are grateful that 

there are organizations like BC’s TB Vets who are able to respond to our hospital’s needs.” 

 

“All donations to our annual Keytag Campaign stay in BC and we are pleased to be able to give back to 

the community of Nanaimo,” said Ron Goyette, General Manager of TB Vets. “Since 1946 we have 

returned an estimated 180,000 sets of lost keys to their grateful owners and donated over $10 million 

to help people with respiratory ailments lead healthy and productive lives.” 

 

This is the eighth grant Nanaimo & District Hospital Foundation has received from TB Vets.  The 

Hospital Foundation fundraises for NRGH and other healthcare facilities on Central Vancouver Island. 

Since 1985, it has received a total of $168,499 from TB Vets for the purchase of new respiratory 

equipment that has helped thousands of Central Island residents.  
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TB Vets is a BC-based registered charity and receives no government funding. Keytag donations allow 

TB Vets to provide grants to BC hospitals for the purchase of vital respiratory equipment. TB Vets also 

funds local tuberculosis research, supports the training of future respiratory therapists, and offers the 

comfort of a therapeutic Spinoza teddy bear to BC children suffering from respiratory illness. For more 

information about TB Vets, BC's Keytag Program or how to donate, please call 1-888-874-5626 or visit 

the website at www.tbvets.org. 

 
- END - 

 
For more information regarding NRGH or Nanaimo & Di strict Hospital Foundation, please 
contact:  
Charlotte Lawson, Director, Development & Legacy Giving 
Phone: 250-755-7980 
Fax: 250-755-7939   
CharlotteJ.Lawson@viha.ca 
www.equipforlife.com 
 
For more information regarding BC’s TB Vets, please  contact:  
Stacey Linton, Communications & Development Manager 
Phone: 604-874-5626 or toll-free, 1-888-874-5626 
Fax: 604-874-3033   Email: stacey@tbvets.org  
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