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Our Lady Di Team: Honouring a Lost Friend  
 
Members of the Our Lady Di fundraising team have channeled grief into action. Since 
2004, the Parksville-based group has raised $36,500 in memory of their dear friend 
Diane Smith, who died of breast cancer in 2003. The money has funded cutting edge 
diagnostic equipment for the medical imaging unit at Nanaimo Regional General 
Hospital (NRGH) – equipment that has saved hundreds of women from having to 
undergo unnecessary surgical biopsies. 
 
Last year the team raised an amazing $20,000 through activities like pub night 
fundraisers and a Holland America cruise raffle. The money was originally earmarked 
for a MRI breast coil but will now help fund a Neoprobe gamma detection device for the 
NRGH surgical unit. “The breast coil depended on MRI upgrades we have now learned 
will not happen in the immediate future; so the team decided to fund new technology 
that can benefit cancer patients now,” said Charlotte Lawson, on behalf of Nanaimo & 
District Hospital Foundation. The Neoprobe helps detect the spread of solid tumor 
cancers (e.g., breast, lung, colorectal). It will enhance surgical outcomes and improve 
post-surgery treatment strategies. The team will continue fundraising for the $54,942 
probe in the coming year. For more info on their next event, scheduled for April 19, call 
Marian Korman at 250-752-1943. 
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Our Mission: Creating meaningful opportunities to participate, through giving, in promoting 
health and the provision of healthcare excellence. 
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