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Nanaimo firefighters continue to be heroes to their community. Members of Nanaimo 
Professional Firefighters Local 905 have donated $11,892 to bring a second Zimmer Air 
Dermatome to Nanaimo Regional General Hospital (NRGH). The equipment is 
indispensable to the skin grafting process. “A burn is by far the most painful injury you 
can receive,” said Deputy Chief Bob Simpson. “Recovery is longer and it leaves a 
lifelong scar, so you never really recover.” Early treatment is crucial, and the 
Dermatome facilitates this by allowing patients with smaller burns to receive treatment 
here at home, rather than having to travel to a larger urban centre.  
 
Since 1994, Local 905 has donated almost $27,000 from its Burn Fund to Nanaimo & 
District Hospital Foundation for areas including surgery, rehab, palliative care, the ICU 
and ER. “Local 905 members are true heroes,” said Foundation CEO Maeve O’Byrne, 
who recently posed for a photo in the hospital lobby with Lieutenant Martin Drakeley, 
Deputy Chief Bob Simpson, NRGH instrument technician Stephen Stone and firefighter 
Colin Fergusson. Missing was Dr. Richard Robinson, who had informed Chief Simpson 
– then undergoing treatment for occupation-related skin cancer – of the need for a 
second Dermatome. “We would like to thank the firefighters for their generous 
contribution of a second Dermatome. It will greatly further the treatment of burn and 
other trauma patients in Nanaimo,” said Dr. Robinson. 
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Our Mission: Creating meaningful opportunities to participate, through giving, in promoting health and 
the provision of healthcare excellence. 

 

mailto:Catherine.Yen@viha.ca

