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BMO Supports Central Island Families with $42,710 D onation 
 
BMO Financial Group has made a substantial contribution to the health and wellbeing of Central 
Island mothers and newborns with its $42,710 gift to the new perinatal wing at Nanaimo 
Regional General Hospital (NRGH). The gift will name a Parent/Convalescent Room and a 
Recovery Room in the $16 million facilities. 
 
Debra Snowden, BMO’s Personal Banking Area Manager for Central/South Island, and Lesley 
Lechelt, Terminal Park Branch Manager, recently delivered the final $20,000 gift installment, 
along with an additional $2,710 from the BMO Fountain of Hope Employees Foundation and an 
anonymous donor, to Maeve O’Byrne and Christine McAuley, CEO and Director, respectively, 
for Nanaimo & District Hospital Foundation.  
 
“BMO Bank of Montreal believes strongly in contributing to the communities where we live and 
do business,” said Debra Snowden. “This commitment lies at the heart of all our sponsorship 
and donation activities. BMO employees on Vancouver Island take pride in supporting the new 
parinatal wing at Nanaimo Regional General Hospital.”  
 
The new NRGH perinatal wing is on target for a September grand opening. NRGH 
currently delivers more than 1,100 babies yearly – and that number is rising. The 
expanded facilities will feature fifteen labour/delivery rooms, a new OR suite for Caesarean 
section births, and an upgraded Neonatal Intensive Care Unit that will provide enhanced 
critical care for sick newborns. 
 
“BMO Financial Group is helping to ensure a healthy future for our growing families here on 
Central Island,” said Maeve O’Byrne. “It’s a terrific way for BMO to give back to its communities. 
We are truly grateful.” 
 
BMO Financial Group has donated more than $90,354 to the Foundation since 1991. These 
funds have come from local branches, corporate offices in Vancouver, Calgary and Toronto, 
and the Fountain of Hope BMO Employees Foundation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact: Cathie Yen, Research & Communications Officer 
250-740-2624 
Catherine.Yen@viha.ca 

 
Our Mission: Creating meaningful opportunities to participate, through giving, in promoting 
health and the provision of healthcare excellence. 
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